Serum samples can be substituted by plasma samples for the diagnosis of paratuberculosis.
Employing plasma samples rather than serum samples for serological paratuberculosis diagnosis is practical, especially when bovine TB is assessed in the same cattle herd with the gamma interferon bovine avian (IFN-γ BA) test. We demonstrate that antibody titers in serum and plasma samples, utilizing the PARACHECK(®) ELISA kit, are highly comparable (Cohen's kappa test, k=0.955). We conclude that serum can be replaced with plasma in this commercially available antibody detection assay resulting in working hour savings for sampling and blood sample work-up and cost reductions for materials and sample storage.